HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
plane factories at its own cost in connection with
already existing industrial undertakings. The under-
takings in question then build aeroplanes in these new
factories at the orders of the government. The govern-
ment pays for everything, and in addition it pays
commission and certain delivery premiums. The most
important thing about these so-called shadow factories
is that the employees of the particular industrial under-
takings to which they are attached are passed through
them in order that all of them, both workers and
engineers, receive training in the technique of aero-
plane building. Just as soldiers receive two years'
military training in countries with compulsory general
military service so these British workers are receiving
special industrial training for war purposes. It is
clear that these shadow factories will hardly reach the
same levels of production as ordinary aircraft works
because they are not only factories but also training
schools. Their purpose is to create war potential.
There are no official figures available concerning the
present productive capacity of the British aero-
industry, but a little while ago it was estimated in the
House of Commons to be about 230 machines a month.
As according to official statements productive capacity
is to be increased threefold by the beginning of 1940,
the British aero-industry will then be in a position to
turn out about 700 machines monthly, or in other
words every month it would be in a position to replace
one-third of an air force consisting of 2,000 planes.
In the event of need, however, not only the actual
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